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PETER AND ASOP, 


* 


A ST. GILES'S ECLOGUE. 


», 
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——— AL RO — —-— — 
— CC 
+426 45.5 55 6 > Aireades ambo, 
Et cantare pares, et reſpondere parati. 
Dl | :  Vincit, 


© o4.4 4 + + » + + „ Blnckguards both, 
Prepar'd with Lie for Lie, and Oath for Oath. 


Tutius eſt fiQis igitur contendere verbis, 
Quam pugnare manu. 


Why riſk the danger of a broken Pate? 
You're ſafe within the pale of Billingſgate. 
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pP R E F A C E. 


Every one converſant with the Literature of the day, and 


which, from its ſuperior excellence, there is no doubt will con- 


tinue to be the Literature of many ages to come, muſt have 


been highly delighted with the exquiſite perfume, the poetical 


Attar of Roſes, with which PETER PIN DAR and the AUTHOR 


of Tur BAvI1AD have, to their mutual gratification, and the grati- 


fication of the public, beſprinkled each other. 


That we might © not loſe one drop of theſe immortal men,” 


1 made an excurſion a few days ago into the pariſh of St. Giles', 
for the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of collecting a few ſcattered 
flowers which, I was told, theſe diſtinguiſhed diſpenſers of poetical 
panegyric had been lately throwing about at random. Theſe 


flowers it has been my buſineſs to weave into a chaplet, to orna- 


A | Ph, ment 


BS — — — 


88 


5 e 
ment their reſpective brows; and which, I truſt, are of that 8 
amaranthine nature, as to continue for ever in unfading beauty 
and luſtre. With theſe I have intermixed others, taken from 
their own hot-beds. 


There were ſome, indeed, of ſuch peculiar fragrance, and of 
ſuch indeſcribable delicacy, that I thought it better they ſhould 
te waſte their ſweetneſs on the deſert air, than run the riſque of 


being injured by a removal. 


To ſpeak more plainly : PETER and his Opponent are equally 
unknown to me, but by their writings. To their talents, of 
which no man can think more favourably than I do, I am ready 
to-do homage ; but I muſt ever expreſs my diſguſt, or be per- 
mitted, at leaſt, to laugh, at the miſerable, not to ſay beaſtly, uſe 


theſe irritable men make of ſuch valuable endowments. 


In the ſelection of an umpire, the opponents ſeem to have 
looked inſtinctively towards that profeſſion in which every man, 
who chooſes to aſſume the privilege, conſiders himſelf a ſort of 
licenſed blackguard, at liberty to be as abuſive and ſcurrilous as 
he pleaſes. It is a privilege, however, which the more liberal 


part of the profeſſion ſeldom or never reſort to. Thoſe who 


—_ 


— 9 


e vii 
do, are compelled to it, I preſume, from mere poverty of invention, 
not being furniſhed with better arguments. Nothing can indicate 
a baſer or more cowardly mind, than to attack where there is 


no opportunity of defence. This vicious habit ſeems to have 


originated from a very prevalent cuſtom amongſt the tiros at the Bar, 


of beginning their career, as I ſuppoſe SCURRA to have done, 


at the Old Bailey and other places of that deſcription. 


The character of SCURRA, ſo perfect in all its parts, is not, 
the reader will conclude, copied from any ſiagle original; but, 
like the Venus of Apelles, is an aſſemblage, collected from the 
multitude at large, of every thing requiſite to make it a finiſhed 
piece. SCURR A, therefore, is not to be conſidered as an indi- 


vidual, but a ſpecies; a fpecies, which, for the credit of the Bar, 


and of general ſociety, is extremely rare; ſo rare indeed, that 


many have :doubted whether ever two of this Phoenix race 


flouriſhed at the ſame time. Let it be obſerved, however, that 
if there be any one pre-eminent blackguard, whom the finger of 
public contempt and indignation points out as the moſt impudent, 
lying, unprincipled, cowardly ſcoundrel in exiſtence, he has my 
unreſtrited permiſſion to appropriate the whole of the character 
to himſelf, 
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ECLOGUE. 
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anced two rival bards of high renown, 
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Whoſe wit malignant long had tired the Town, 


Met in the modeſt purl 


It ch 
They greet 


, 
>. 


 #s0p the one was calbd, the other P 
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1 PETER AND ASO. 


PETER. 


They tell me, ÆEsop, thou'ſt the vain ambition 


To bring thy rhymes with mine in competition. 


Now hear my challenge ; let us each relate 


Our mutual praiſes in pure Billingſgate. 


ASOP. 
Does PETER think I, who, with taunt and gibe, 


Have put to flight the DELLA CRUSCA tribe, 


With him in wordy warfare wou'd engage, 


On him wou'd laviſh my Poetic rage? : 


+ 2 | 5 


Thou put to flight the tribe of DELLA CRUSc A] 


I much ſuſpect thouꝰ rt of the tribe of MUsCa. 
Thou fly upon the chariot wheel! doſt hear! 


If any thing reſtrains thee, it is fear. 
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A Sr. GILES's ECLOGUE. ” 


®SOP. 


Than honey gall ſhall be accounted eter, 
PETER ſing pfalms, when Tm afraid of PETER. 20 
Know then, thy challenge I accept, vile brute ! 


SCURRA, my friend, ſhall ſettle the diſpute. 


PETER. 


*% 


Agreed: the brother - blackguard well 1 Know; "24 


Scurra's thy friend, and cannot be my foe. 


Line 20. PETER ing pſalms, when Tm afraid of PETER.] Pzrzk's per- 5 


ſeverance in abuſe evidently proceeded from an opinion that I feared him. 


| This was an idea which had never ſtruck me,. and which, indeed, I could 


not hear with patience, when it was firſt mentioned. Fear | ! No. Never 


in my humbleſt moments did ſo unworthy a thought poſſeſs me as that 


of being ſuſpected of ſearing ſo feeble, ſo odious, ſo contemptible, ſo 
utterly deſpicable an object as PETER Pix bAR.—Girrokb's Introdudion 


to his Epiſtle to PETER PixDAR, p. 13. 


| | Line 24. ScURRA's thy friend, and cannot be my foe.) Qui non odit 


Bavium amet tua carmina, Mavi ! 
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4 PETER AND 8 OP, 


Than Scuxn A, had they ſearch'd the world around, 25 


A fitter umpire no where cou'd be found. 


Learning, nor liberal arts, nor taſte refin'd 


Had pour'd their radiance Oer his vulgar mind. 
His Latin went no deeper than his ſKkin, 


No deeper than his father flogg'd it in. 


But tropes of Billingſgate he ſtudied lon g. 
And all the beauties of the vulgar tongue. 
His was the learning of the Bo w- ſtreet gang, 


St. Giles's Sanſcrit, commonly call'd ſlang. 


A proſtitute of law, he ſet to ſale 


His talents firſt in N ewgate's murky jail. 


Diving from cell to cell, you there might ſee 
 ScuRRa to felons cringe for paltry fee; 


Solicit cuſtom from each rogue and whore, 


Deep drench'd in infamy, or ſtain'd with gore. 


30 
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A Sr. GILES's ECLO GVU Ek. 9 


The triple tree in ſight, and loſt to hope, ; 

He makes them flip-knots for the hangman's rope; 

Nor needs his friend, Sau CROSSLEY, to ſupply 1 

The well-drilrd witneſs, or the RY 

He pleads for murder now, now private ſtealing, 45 

And with each cut-purſe has a Abe eng 5 

Feeds on the reliques of the pilfering day, 

And ſhares the Plunder of the King's highway. e 


— 


Thus nightly plies, for leſs Hſpracefal male 37 17 ed | 1 
His ſiſter proſtitute along Hedge-lane ; e af. 
Takes to her arms the thief without a ſhirt, TH? 
Wallowing in infamy, difeaſe, and dirt. 

Chance brings the cully with an extra crown: e bb | I 
Enrich'd, ſhe buys clean linen, and a gown. 


Her old affociates proudly left behind, — 55 5 


And older rags, that flutter'd ERR, rr | 
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1 PETER AND 2$OP, 


With charms new furbiſh'd, and new painted face, 
She flies to Covent-garden, or King's-place, 


Flaunts in the face of day, ſuch faſhion's power ! 


The favourite ſtrumpet of the paſſing hour. 


Thus, with the dirty gains he had laid by, 
Or what, perchance, His STRUMPET might ſupply, 
See Scurra next to Weſtminſter repair, 
Where now he breathes a ſomewhat purer air : 
And yet no purer he; he ſtill retains. 
His Newgate character, and mental ſtains. 


With no perception of the moral ſenſe, 


Chicane, and cunning, lies, and impudence, 


Old Bailey eloquence, and Compter wit 


Proclaim for what the miſcreant is fit : 


Contractors, ſwindlers, Jews, he takes in charge 


'Fhoſe thieves and plunderers that walk at large. 


I's 
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A sr. GILES's ECLOGUE. 


An honeſt man retains him to his coſt ; 


ScuRRA your advocate, your cauſe is loſt : 


Tho” right and juſtice ſwell the crowded fail, 


The current of his mind defeats he gale. 


With all the f coundrel lurkin; 8 in his e 


He heſitates a truth, and looks a lye. 


Talents his envy, worth his ſcorn and game, 


The vile aſſaſſin of your well-earn'd fame 


With libels, 125 and W wounds your ears. 
(Alas, no cuſtos morum interferes ) 


Redreſs your inj jur'd feelings might demand ; 


No manly candour TAS at SCURRA's hand. 


Tho? hot his inſolence, his heart is cold, 
As meanly timid, as his tongue is bold. 


Hint your reſentment to his private ear, 


His baſe heart palpitates with palſied fear; 


— 
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3 PETER AND KSO, 


_.» 


I 


The ebbing life-blood quits his coward cheek, - 


3 His tongue, no longer bold, but ſtrives to ſpeak; _ 90 
| The unſteady eye forgets-its pert elation, _ $728 Wh 


And his noſe tingles by anticipation. 


. gy «7 rs 3g 0, EP nes RY -— 
8 


Vos ſpark of manhood agitates his frame; 


bt He fears chaſtiſement, but he feels not ſhame. 


In ſhort, his mind is tainted to the marrow : - 95 


*. 
+ . _ wy 233 % 
Ps oi nc ee gry ie FF MET 2 


11 N Such is the faithful portraiture of ScukRA. 


ar... cer AP 


(Think not my pencil, SCURRA, at a ſtand; F 


| As yet I've touch'd thee with a gentle hand. 


18s Then thank me for the lenity I've ſhown : 
When next I ſtrike, I'll bare thee to the bone, 100 Y 


Thy ſcare-crow, in terrorem, to exhibit. 


The cat-o'nine-tails oft precedes the gibbet.) e | —_ 


But to return: The mob had form'd a ring, 


In which they had their choice to fight or ſing. 


r 3 
o 


r 


nenn 


A ST. {GHLES's E GLOGUE 9 


The champions, with their umpire, enter in. 105 


Come, cries the flippant gentleman, begin. 


- PETER. 
At life? 8 firſt outſet, in a cobler” s ſtall, 
"Twas thine to uſe the paring-knife and awl 
Thy awl was pointed, and thy knife was keen ; . 


Nor keen, nor pointed, 18 thy wat, I ween. - = 


SOP. 
While yet an infant, at thy mother's breaſt, 


Deep in the nipple were thy fangs impreſs'd : 


Line 107. At liſe's firſt oulſet, im a cobler's fall] Maſter Esor 
 Grerokd ſome years ago actually was a cobler i in the little town of 
Aſluburton, in the county of Devon. No young man was keener in his 
profeſſion than little Zsoe with his paring-knife in his ola ſhort, 
he was the cobling wonder of Aſhburton and its vicinity.— Poſtſcript to 


Crim, Con. 55 
EE 5 Es Her 
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= OO. PETER AND ESO. 
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Her agonizing ſhricks were thy delight; 


Thy great amuſement not to ſuck, but bite. 


: | PETER. 
| | 2 


Thy very eyes at enmity we ſee, 115 


To look the ſame way they can ne'er agree 7 


Hence all things ſeem to thee, thou ſquinting elf, 


"nn L As twiſted and diſtorted as thyſelf. 


x * e 
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| [1 | "Twas thine, when with thy ſchool-fellows at play, 
Ut. To prompt them firſt to miſchief, then betray: —_ 9 


A Murder to thee had been a deed of fun, 


It | And what thou dar'd'ſt not do, thou wiſh'd were done. f 


1 Line 115. Thy very eyes at enmity we ſee. | Little ſquinting Æſop, &c. 
1 — Poſtſcript to Crim, Con. 


PETER. 


A Sr. GILE S's, ECLOGUE It 
puns. | 
Aſhburton firſt was witneſs to thy fame, | 
. Ca18PIN thy faint, and Æsor was thy. name. | 
Thy ſtall, the theatre of thy renown, _ "$25." i 
a That proud Lyceum of thy native town ! | 
Cook-maids thy cobling inſtitution grace, | 1 | | 
And grooms (the Bond-ftreet loun gers of the place,) | 
And young MATHIASES, and ſuch- like folks, | 
All crowd to hear thy poetry and jokes. 00 : 1 
Line 125. Thy Hall, the theatre of thy renown.) The portraiture of b 
St. Cx ISIN being repreſented with a crook-back, and ſquinting oye, | | 
was often ſuppoſed by the apprentice-girls and fiable-boys of the town, 7” | x 
1 
who were accuſtomed to lean on his bulk to hear his poetry and jokes 6 
I fay, this homely portraiture of the tutelar ſaint of coblers was ſuppoſed 1 
by thoſe bis companions to be a likeneſs of bimſell. * 10 Crim. Con. . 
Line 129. And young Marnrasrs, Ke.) Little Miſter MarTrias, the 1 | 
 - ſon of a cobler (ſays fame), neyertheleſs a rbyme-monger and critic, &c. 1 
--=Pofiſcript to Crim. Con. - ey % —_— 
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12 PETER AND SOS, 


ES OP. 


As hops to WADDINGTON, to RusBy corn; 


To CULLUM butter, cabbages to HonxE; 


Coals to GEORGE HANGER, or as fiſh to eee 


Who ode tha the markets, buying ny lot; 


80 


Line I 33. Coals to GEORGE HANOER. ] It is highly reprehenſible 
in Esop to mention, in the ſame breath with known regraters, fore- 
ſtallers, and monopolizers, the name of a reſpectable merchant, of great 
ſpirit and enterpriſe, and a good man (I mean upon the Coal Exchange), 
for the baſe purpoſe of unjuſtly exciting againſt him the ſuſpreions of an 
irritated Public. 


Were #ſop to be proſecuted, as I think he deſerves to be, for ſuch 


unprovoked defamation, it would require all the abilities of his friend 


ScurRA to ſcreen him from the indignation of an Engliſh Jury, and that 


puniſhment which awaits an infamous libeller. 


The extent of damages that might be ſuſtained, whether in purſe or 


honour, 


- 


A sr. GILES" ECLOGUE 13 


So are the indecencies of life to thee, 13285 


Thou grand monopoliſt of infamy ! 


honour, it would be difficult to appreciate. Tt is much to be doubted 
whether, after all this, Mr. GEORGE HanGtk will ever be Lord Mayor « of 


London, or even arrive at the Shrievalty. sor, in no one inſtance of 


his life, ever betrayed greater malignity, or at leaſt obliquity of mind: 


than in thus inſinuating that a gentleman, whoſe character is ſo well 
known, would condeſcend to be that odious thing a monopoliſt; a deſpi- 
cable wretch, who accumulates property, carefully hoarding it up, that it 
may be uſed to better advantage in times of ſcarcity and diſtreſs, when it 
is moſt wanted ! So far from entertaining any ſuch bund fat ot, 


I am confident, were he to get poſſeſſion of the coal to- day, it would be no 


fault of his, if it were not all conſumed by to-morrow. And ſo confirmed 


am 1 in this opimon, that, were he to be ee under the ſtatute of 
monopolies, (and there is no knowing how far the audacity of hireling 
informers and qui tam gentlemen may carry them) I ſhall be ready, when- 
ever I am called upon, to be his bail, to the uTMosT EXTENT or MY 


WHOLE FORTUNE ; that is to ſay, i in a ſum, not exceeding the profits—of 


the preſent publication. 


PETER. 
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PETER AND KSO, 
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A different office muſt on Æsop fall; ä 


— 2 


Cater he may, indeed, but can't foreſtall. 


1 
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when to the fair he breathes the amorous > | 
With loathing ſpurn'd at, this his ſoft reply : 140 


“Since Æsop you reject, then take his Lord!” 


i A moſt convenient pimp, upon my word! 


if 
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J | | With every virtuous ſentiment at ſtrife, 
1 How horribly monotonous thy life! 


Line 141. Since Aso you rejef, then take his Lord !] Maſter Esor 9 
GirFoRD has performed in ſeveral characters ſince his elevation from 


his ſtall at Aſhburton, having been created a Petronius, the arbiter 
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elegantiarum, &c.—Poſt/cript to Crim. Con. 


„ 144. How horribly monotonous thy life !] The horrible mono- 


tony of ſuch a man's life, &c. &c. Girronp's Introdudion, p. 19. 
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On all the good what joy thy filth to fling, 445 
But chiefly on the friends of Church and King! 
| z ; 
PETER. | 
Poor PARSON Narxs's ſtill-born pious proſe, 
As well as BzLoz's rhymes, in ſweet repoſe gow! 
e 
Line 147. Poor Parſon NAREs's ill-born pious proſe, &c.] Have 
I been known to attack poor Parſon NARES's ſtill- born pious proſe. 
lucubrations, or BELox's rhymes ? ſcorn to inſult the dead. Have 
I ever ſpoken diſreſpectfully of the critical ſagacity of ' Mefficurs 
R1vINGTONS, oy bookſellers of St. Paul's Church- yard) and | their ö 
reviewing ladies? 1 ſcorn to trawple on paralyties.— Have 1 ever : 
attacked the military character of Mr. Francis. R1vinoTon, whoſe = 
' ſword is as ſharp as his pen, and who is ready to ftorm the loftieſt | | 
IH 
| dunghill of the metropolis with as much intrepidity as was diſplayed by 1 
1 
the commanding general at the battle of Jemappe ! 1 have ſeen him on : 1 
the plains of Bridewell, in his accoutrements, out-Alexandering | | 
Alexander. „ bo | 
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May reſt for me; 1 war not with the dead, 6050 577? Is 116 
Nor yet wou'd TO the palſied head. n 50 
For me, bold RIvI NG TON may bounce and heir, 

i The dun g-hilrs and the green-ſtall's proud protector: 6 
Impreſs the daring pick-pocket with fear, 5 80 


Or turn his flank, or thunder in his rern: 


; Exhauſt his tactics on the rabble rout, | Ts 155 


And march, and counter-march, and wheel about. 
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Muſt, certainly, have RUMFORDISED thy ſkull ; 
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; Alexander, —] bave ſeen him bayonet pick-pockets at a bel baue 
witneſſed bis undaunted appearance, and maintain, that he will be as 
| formidable to his foes in the field, as he is terrible to a poor peti- 

| tioning, complaining, emaciated author in his ſhop, or to thoſe 
drudges the ſcavengers of his Review.—Poſſcript to Crim. Con. 
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All cook'd with juſt three farthings worth of brains? 10 
A4 11 | ; How 
© Line 19. 4 cpob d with juſt three farthings worth of brains?] On 


mentioning this fact, Which is here ſtated with ſueh minute and truly 


philoſophical accuracy, to a learned 


nd of mine, formerly CEcono- 
mie fardengenſis Proſeſſor at a celebrated Univerſity on the Con- 


 tinent; 1 could not forbear adducing it, with ſome degree of national 
at my ignorance, and aſſured me, there were man y ſplendid works 
| which were fold, or, more properly ſpeaking, were expoſed to. ſale, at 


ten times the. price of any | ſingle production of PgTER's; and which 


were cooked at no greater eg than Pere ulvally beſtows upon 
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he is preparing for the Prefs a ſhort appropriate Eflay, or not more 


_ 


Chimneys fo as to prevent Smoking; in which a ſmall Fire ſhall warin a Room much better 
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the public cou dſt thou hope to 


ages, on omieal Expenditure of Brains. Hs 
manuſcript, a ſight of which he has indulged me with, has deeply 
penetrated me with ſhame, not only at my ignorance, but at the recol- 


than one, laviſhed, in dreſfing and diſhing up a fingle Epigram, as muck = 
of this invaluable "commodity as ſome of our new-faſhi mental 
Reſtaurateurs would expend upon 'a Poem three tif s 10 og ds 
SPENCER'S Fairy Queen. Every material is not, 0 however, to be ope- | 
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* There is a valuable Treatiſe printed in. the year 1 1136, on the CEconomical Expenditure 
* Fuel, and the Rumfordiſing of Fire Grates, tranſlated from the French of Gauger by : 
Dr. Defagubers. The title of the original work, the fubſtance of which has lately been 

reprinted, though without reference or acknowledgement, if I miſtake not, for Cadell and 

| Davies in the Strand, has this title : Fires Improved : or, A new Method of building 


than a large one made the common Way. And the Method of altering ſuch Chimneys as 
Ann ſhall perform: the ſame. Effects. By Monſieur Gauger. 
Made Engliſh from the French Original, by 4. T. Delagaliers, LL. D. and F. R. 8. . 
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Old clothes-man to the Muſes, nay, no man, | 
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. Thou letter d pin- cuſhion of ſcraps and bran ! | 
| | . A&SOP. 
- duce enough for its own conſumption ; and, in ſupport of their aſſer- 
: „ oſtentatiouſly refer you to the monthly returns, regularly made | 


out by the brain-weighers, or brain-meters, (Lam at a loſs for the 


ä TS, proper term) the Reviewers. 8 Relying, indeed, on tbe documents 
Ferre Greymane: the prigcipsl deck - 


of the market, I think this opinion is not without its weight. 
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Much more thy atire than a thy praif delights, 


It ſoothes and tickles moſt, when moſt it bites. 3 8 f | 
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doubt not it is, reafonably accurate; I think the Miniſter ought to be 
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pA 


impeached, who does not immediately put all the brains, that are not 
already uſefully employed, into requifition. Should this be thought 
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too revolutionary an act, they ought at leaſt. to be bought up for the 
uſe of Government. 1 have indeed heard it hinted, that ſomething, of 
this. kind has been done already : but as no proofs of ſuch purchaſe, 
have yet come to light, the public would do well to ſuſpend: their Jjudge- BED 3 0 
ment. 80 far I can aver; nay, I am willing, if required, to make 
affidavit before the Right Honourable the Loup Maro, that I have oo 
neyer once been applied to, by any. one of | his Majeſty's Miniſters, all 5 
of them my moſt intimate friends, for a-fingle. grain ;, notwithſtanding, = 
they well know: Lam one of the greateſt fiock-holders, not to be a mo- g 
nopoliſt, on the Literary Exchange; that my article is ol the wat „ | 
- marketable quality; and that I am ready to contract with them for almoſt 
any quantity that might be called for,  Proyided 1 could make only one 
ond | i | | contract 
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on this queſtion all known or ſuſpected monopoliſts, | But here a 
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And yet, tho' hi ghly favour'd by thy muſe, 


Thy doggrel verſes I could 1 ne er r peruſe 3 . 
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| contract on the nme terms, quality for quantity, that ſome others have 


done (to mention names would be invidious), m my fortune would be 


made. 1 ſhould then be the richeſt contractor in this or any other 
kingdom. 508 * e would riſe like exhalations. 


For my own part, I am inclined to believe that the kingdom contains 


quite enough of this neceſſary article, but that, like other neceſſaries, 


ſach as coals, | corn, hops, and even money, it is become a monopoly, 


or at leaſt is in too few hands, or rather heads but whoſe I preſume not 


even to hint at. This buſineſs calls loudly for Parliamentary inveſtigation; 
and T hope it will be the firſt legiſlative act of the Imperial Parliament 
to limit, as in the caſe of the Flour and Bread Company, each perſon's 
capital and rate of | intereſt. But it will be neceſſary firſt of all to 
paſs' a reſolution of the Houſe to exclude from the privilegs of voting 


dilemma preſents itſelf 1 am not equal to. If any af the Repreſen- 


tatiyes from a fiſter kingdom can affiſt me in taking this bull by 
the 
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But, of thy kindneſs that I ad not doubt, $4; 
7 Some dam d good-natured friend” would point it out. 
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the horns, I will thank them. As the purity 'of 'our Members of 
Parliament, like that of Shit wiſe, is not even to be ſuſpected; 7 
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and as their delicacy i is, at leaſt, equal to their purity; : it is to be feared 


that ſo many may withdraw themſelves, merely to avoid liberal ſuſ- 


picion, that the Houſe will be left in that fingular ſituation, in which 


the SPEAKER may ſay to the Mace, or the Mae may fay to the 


SPEAKER, a Nos duo turba ſumus. Now the monopoliſts have re- 


tired, we two make the whole of the Imperial Parliament r 7 


Line 162. Aud faſt a pariſh with a pint * peaſe.] Much as my 


friend, the Profeſſdr, condemned Perzr' 8 prodigality of brains, he highly | 


approved his parſimony of peaſe. But at the ſame time, with the true 
jealouſy of a projector, he would not allow him the merit of the firſt dif 
corery ; aſſuring me, that the original idea of ſuch cookery was to be 


met with in a publication of his own ' Though, to be ſure,” added he, | 


4 doubled the quantity of ingredients, calculating upon two pints to a 
pariſh of the extent of St. Giles's; ; and this I did not only in compliance 
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Damn d pleas'd, be ſure, was I to hear the whole, 
Moſt damnably well pleas'd, upon my ſoul! 


5 3 PETER. 


with the deep-rooted prejudice of the vulgar, but the more deep-rooted of 
the learned; one of whom, an eminent phyſician, and diſtinguiſhed mem- 


has of the Royal Society, had the abſurdity to tell me, that unleſs | allowed 
five bundred times the ingredients! firſt thought of, namely, one pint to a 


pariſh, I ſhould leave 5 e to be done by the phyſicians. It was in vain 


that 1 told bim, ſo long a8 there was water enough in the compoſition, all 


ar) ingredients were ſuperfluous, no other way neceſſary than to colour 
and flayour it. You, perhaps, do not know (he proceeded to tell me) that 
water is not only the vehicle of nutriment, but, bona fide, ſolid nutri- 
ment itſelf ?” After having faid this, and ſtaring me in the face, for the 
purpoſe of ſpelling through my pocket-handkerchief (which at that time 
I pretended to be making uſe of) thoſe marks of wonder and admiration 
which he thought my countenance muſt betray, he gravely added, 
60 Nothing can ſhow greater ignorance or perverſity, than to deny the 
ſolid ontalicn of water. Does it not ſerve as food for plants and wi 
which, without the aid of any thing more ſubſtantial, are produced from 
the ſmalleſt ſeeds, and fed till they attain a monſtrous degree of corpu- 


* 


lency ? 
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A sr. GILES's 


8 F 
Nay, ſince it pleaſes thee I'll give thee more; 175 
Some precious morſels yet have I in ſtore. 


Who 


' tency 2 Will it be denied, then, that the noble animal Man, wlioſs 
aſſimilating powers muſt be infinitely more perfect than that of beings 


which (though they may | have, according | to the demonſtrations of 


Darwin, ſenſe and ſentiment) are without even a loco- motive faculty— 


Can it be denied, I lay, that Man can appropriate to his ſuſtenance the 


ſame food that an oak or a cabbage can? IfI had: time,” continued 


he, *I would prove that gaſes, as much as the eſſenee of adamant, and 
the chemical compounds of mercury and other ſalutary poiſons, are poſ- ; 
ſeſſed of nutritive properties. If there be nouriſhment, then, i in Or 


water. ſurely may be conſidered as a luxurious and enviable diet.” 


lt is but common juſtice to obſerve, that PETER has the beſt elaiin 
to the value of this diſcovery; it having deſcended to him, with other 
family ſecrets, from his- lineal anceſtor, PINDAR of Thebes. | 
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That Pixnas has written. . on this b whs a fact, 
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26 ©» PETER AND Sor, 
Who reads thy Baviad muſt thy Mæviad love: 
Thy muſe who hates not, may thy life approve. 
: formerly known only to the Learned, that is to ſay, to myſelf, Dr. —, 


and perhaps one or two others; but it is not now concealed even from 


the Vulgar, « the Great Vulgar,” I mean, who viſit the Pump-room 


at Bath, who have now the opportunity of peruſing the whole of his 


invaluable Treatiſe. The words are theſe : Apico - pv viwe: which 


I thus: tranflate, happily combining, as the eritical reader will per- 
ceive, the pregnant breyity of the original with the ſerupulous fidelity 


3: of modern tranſlation : Water is the beſt and the moſt nutritious 
? j | aliment that can poſſibly be admitted into the craving ſtomach of a 


h ungry man.” 


| 1 Dr. , whoſe well known experience on a point of this kind 
ought to have its weight, may infinuate, perhaps, that I tranſlate from 


the French. I deſpiſe the inſinuation. 


On beil'd peaſe her diet,— With flatulence, not fire, thy 
„ | 5 | 8 3 
zuuſſe runs riot.] I believe that I may have aſſerted that there is ſo 


Line 163. 


a” 


much 


A *, GHLE9'%s ECLOGUE  ' my 
This queſtion ſolve: Which is the viler imp, 
The literary ſwindler, or the pimp; + | 180 
5 ES OP. 


much flatulence in thoſe compoſitions, that, bis muſe, previouſly to her 


beginning her ſong, muſt have made a hearty dinger wt 5 boiled peaſe, a 
vegetable poſſeſſin g much flatulent energy. —Pal/erpt: to Crim. Con. 


Line 165. b Tang to the muſes, Ke] I have, I confeſs, 


ventured to ſpeak my thoughts of that rhyming humbug The Purſuits of 


Rancour, alias Literature, the united compoſition of the aforeſaid gen- 


tleman and Lord om— may have called them the Ragmen of 


Parnaſſus, - the Old-clothes-men to the Muſes, Literary Pin cuſhions wy 


compoſed of ſcraps and bran. 


Line 167. Much more thy ſatire than thy praiſe dehghts.] It has been 
my good fortune, in company with others infinitely my ſuperiors in 


talents and worth, to attrad, for a long ſeries of years, the ſcurrility of 


© a wholeſale dealer in doggerel rhymes,” known by the nick-name of 


PETER PIN DAR. As J really conſidered his abuſe as a tribute to my | 


little, my leſs than Hits, merit, I received it, as became me, with modeſt 


ſilence, and made no boaſt of the ſatisfaction 1t gaye me. 
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” Low PETER AND 80, 


EES Op. 


* 


Which of theſe titles moſt provokes thy gall, 


(Unleſs thou art belied, thou know'ſt them all), 


Blaſphemer, flaſh- man, perjur'd prieſt, or ſot ? 


This queſtion too I muſt not have forgot 


A brothel-keeper's was not once thy ſtation ? 185 


That loweſt ſtep of human degradation! 


On the appearance of * The Purſuits of Literature,” this PETER 


grew more elaborate in his ſcurrility, and I more pleaſed, 


Frequent and furious were the thruſts aimed at me from the bye. cor- 
ners of every Newſpaper, Magazine and Review, into which he was 
permitted to creep. None of them reached me, as I have already ob- 


ſerved; or, if they did, it was merely to tickle. 


Line 180. The literary fwwindler, or the pimp?] I may have ſaid, 


that when a man recciveth ſubſcription money for a work, and without 


any intention to produce that work, he is a literary ſwindler, and de- 


ſerveth the rope; I may have aſſerted, the dirtieſt of all occupations is 


a pimp. But what is all this to ASO ?—PeTER's Poſt/cript. 
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s RRA. 
Adjourn, adjourn, for Weſtminſter provide; 
Superior Judges muſt this cauſe decide. e 
I plainly ſhe there ne'er can be an end on 't, 
Till each ſhall plaintiff be, and each defendant. 
There's ground for actions in a court of lar; 15 
I will myſelf the declarations draw: 
Impartial KE NYON's cool diſcrimination | 
Shall give to each his proper compenſation. 
PETER. 
The law ſhall be no law to lawleſs PETER; 
Revenge of any kind is ſurely ſweeter. | 
Let us then fight it out. __ 
SOP. 
Agreed, agreed. 
scunRA. 


Hold, hold, and ponder firſt the dangerous deed. 5 
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Were either Kkilbd before his legal time, 


7 


The other's death muſt expiate the crime — 


eee 
. 


So KEN TON ſays, and what he ſays is law. 


* 
re wn 2 
3 —_— L 9 —— . BAT 8 - 
ys we . 3 nan Et IS ; 
— po — Tor 1 q n rr _ 
; 4 3 . — CT + 
. 8 — of ö 
* _s Le e X bo 
=4 — — - n n 3 
— ” 1 rr nee. 8 . 25 2 2 g ö — 
_- _ * N — TC 
A P ** — ———_ Pm K 
F ä > — 9 — | 
4 a — very et 90.48 CT Yo. 340 " 
8 * AG. rr . 5 NAAR 


. — — . — SC . 9 nc. ee; - 
at are * \ — 


280 P. 


Then Prudence dictates, we had beſt withdraw. | 


PETER 


Dull Jon, to ſacrifice at ſuch a ſhrine! 12 
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ER PET ſhall be no deity of mine. 
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No puling fear my fix'd reſolve ſhall alter ; 
Fd freely die, to purchaſe thee a halter. 
Meaſure let KENYoON only give, for meaſure, 


Tho” death I dread, I yet ſhow'd die with pleafure. 


To it they ſet, with blows, and kicks, and tugs, 


Com buttocks, flying mares, ee eee TAs 210 


Line 210. Croſs buttocks, Shin mares. and wen bugs.] Tech- 


nical terms in the tactics of the Gymnaſium. 


SCURRA 


A Sr: Es eier. an 


ScunkA now ſtrove to part them: well he knew, 
He too might hang, if murder ſhou'd enſue. 
Unluckily he fell; and, in his fall, 


Snatch'd at the combatants; down tumbled all! 


Beſmear'd with mire and dirt they ſtruggling 1 


And toſs'd about, and flounderin g ſtopp'd the way. 
Their 1egs at len Sth regain'd, they ſilent ſtood, 
For once transfixt with ſhame, three images of mud! 


To the ſurrounding mob theſe men of worth 


Afforded inextinguiſhable mirthz;o 220 


The rabble ſhouted, all St. Giles 5 FRE 


That three ſuch blackguards never met ats 
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ET is much to be lamented that ScunkxA did not bring the cauſe 
to a deciſion before the laſt ſcene took place, as that puts the whole 
matter at iſſue upon freſh ground. It muſt be acknowledged, 
however, that to move for a new trial was more in the regular 
courſe of legal practice. 3 


F muft honeſtly confeſs, had I been upon the Jury, with no 


other evidence before me than what then appeared, I ſhould have 


found a verdi& for PETER, without going out of Court. His 


coolneſs and intrepidity are admirable. He never ſuffers himſelf 


to be put in a paſſion ; the more he is beſpattered, the more cool 
and collected is he “: were one of his eyes to be knocked out, he 


would. 


* The rencounter, which lately took place in Mr. WxrIicnT's ſhop, by no means. 


invalidates this opinion: Eſt modus in rebus, certi ſunt denique fines. | 
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3 POSTSCRIPT. 


would {till ſmile upon his adverſary with the other. He carefully 


avoids, as much as poſſible, the ſaying vulgar truths, as that would 
betray a poverty of invention he is aſhamed of. A deviation 
from this rule may, however, be occaſionally diſpenſed with, 
Perſonal infirmities, for inſtance, a blackguard conſiders as fair 
game : but it is only a real genius in this way, who knows how 


“to ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of truth.” What he cannot 


find he will impute. Thus, thoſe happy alluſions to the letter Z, 


Esor, &c. and which he dwells upon with ſo much glee, I have 
doubly admired, ſince I learned that. his opponent.is in his perſon 


as rectilinear as PETER himſelf, though not ſo rotund ; and that 


he reſembles sor in nothing but the benevolence of his wit. 


When the gentleman forgets himſelf, and puts on the blackguard, he is very 
properly turned out of company; and when the blackguard, with a like forgetful- 


neſs of character, aſſumes the infernal, no puniſhment ean be too ſevere for him. 


It is to be regretted that PETER's indignation ſhould fo far have overpowered his 


prudence, as to precipitate him into the enemy's quarters; and it is ſtill more to be 


regretted, that the cataſtrophe did not terminate with greater poetical juſtice. 


There was, it ſeems, but one broken pate; and the pate, too, which in this caſe 


- ought to have eſcaped. Had PETER, indeed, hammered out the offender till he 


had been as ſtraight as an arrow (ſuppoſing him, as PETER ſays, not ſo already), 


and as long as the Iriſh Giant, who would have wiſhed to have reſcued him from 
the anvil? And yet, he has conferred on PETER no inconſiderable obligation, 


having done for him that which PEræx might had ſome difficulty in doing for 


himſelf; he has made him, by compariſon, a reſpectable character. 
I He, 


POSTSCRIPT. 33 


He, on the contrary, ſuffers himſelf to be provoked; he lays his 
chief ſtreſs on thoſe points which he has perſuaded himſelf are 
true. From theſe, and ſome other cireumſtances, I was tempted 
to conſider him as a mongrel half-educated blackguard. The 
Poſtſcript, however, to the ſecond edition of his Epiſtle to PETER . 
has totally obliterated all ideas of that kind. | 


1n a foul frenzy rolls the Blackguard's eye, 
As fancy bodies forth the unſpecious lye, 
And gives the horrid negative of fame 

A local habitation and a name. 


*%%. 


The inſinuations the Poſtſcript has conveyed are, indeed, con- 
ceived in the pure unadulterated ſpirit of blackguardiſm ; and the 
character to which, by implication, theſe inſinuations are intended 
to attach; may be conſidered as a ſpecimen of a new ſpecies of 
the ſublime; compared to which, any thing that Billingſgate has 
hitherto produced is tameneſs and beggary. PETER, in this 
inſtance, at leaſt, muſt bow to the predominating genius of his 
adverſary, of whom, if he has any candour, he can do no leſs 
than pronounce, © he is himſelf the great ſnblime he draws.” 

But as it is my wiſh to hold the balance as evenly as I can 
| between theſe Gentlemen (the reader will pardon ſo unjuſtifable 7 
a. catachreſis), I feel it incumbent upon me to obſerve, that the 
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ö POSTSCRIPT. 


principal tropes and figures, with which this exquiſite Poſtſcript 
is ſo laviſhly adorned, are not of Engliſh growth, but have been 
introduced into this country, only within theſe few years, by 
the viſitors from a neighbouring Republic. Theſe poliſhed ſo- 
journers apply them only to colloquial purpoſes. It was reſerved 


for the daring genius of the author of the Baviad, actuated, no 


doubt, by the improving ſpirit of an Engliſhman, to give them 
claſſical currency. 


And here I cannot but remark, if the reſidence of a few 


wretched emigrants has already added ſo much to the purity of 


our ideas, and the energies of our language, what improvements 


might not have been expected, had not the narrow policy of our 
Government prohibited the free importation of all the principles 
and practices of that refined and delicate people? Until that 
fortunate period ſhall take place, when we may look for this 
reſtriction being taken off, I would propoſe that an Inſtitution, 
the preſent faſhionable mode of communicating valuable know- 
ledge, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, either in Mr. W RIGHT 's ſhop, or 


any other convenient place, where theſe beautiful exotics might be 


regularly and ſcientifically engrafted into the infant minds of the 


Tiling generation, This precaution | would operate ſomething like 
the inoculation of the cow-pox ; it would totally eradicate every 


apprehenſion of danger or contamination from any other ſource. 


Having 


POSTSCRIPT. 9 


Having ſo far done Es or juſtice, it will not, I hope, be thought 


detracting from his merit to ſay, that the modern PiN DAR, at leaſt, 


he does not underſtand. It will require neither the talents of 
Mr. A. Mr. B. nor Mr. C. to prove the truth of this aſſertion. 
The reader muſt not, therefore, expect I ſhall attempt to amuſe 
him with the facetious equivoques of Mr. A.; the learning and 


paradoxes of Mr. B.; nor yet that I ſhould be ſtill more para- 


doxical, though unlearned, like Mr. C.: my proofs ſhall be clear 
and incontrovertible. 


Is there any one character, in all the writings of PETER, which, 
taken literally, bears the leaſt reſemblance to its reſpective ori- 
ginal? No. What then do the ſound laws of juſt criticiſm require 
of us, but to take that in a figurative ſenſe, which is unintelligible, 
or has no rational meaning, in a literal one? 

Here, then, is the true Clavis Pindarica, the key which at once 
unlocks all the recondite meanings, and hitherto unnoticed beauties, 
.of this faſcinating author. | 


The figure PETER confines himſelf to is, what I remember being 
taught at ſchool to call, oxymoron, putting bitter for ſweet, bitterer 
for ſweeter, bittereſt for ſweeteſt, Obſerve his nice diſcrimination. 


He never throws about his praiſe at random; where he means 
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to deal out but a ſmall portion of it, he is merely bitter; gradually 


increaſing in bitterneſs and acerbity in proportion to the worth and 


virtues of thoſe on whom they are to be beſtowed. And on no one 


has he beſtowed a greater ſhare of this refined and delicate oil of 


flattery than on himſelf; which has flowed down from his beard, 


even to the ſkirts of his clothing. What ſtronger proof, then, can 


there be that he is, perhaps, the, moſt amiable and virtuous character 
in being, che grand exemplar and ornament of the age in which he 
lives? So convinced am I, indeed, of this truth, that I have no 
doubt, were we to penetrate into the receſſes of his domeſtic pri- 
vacy, we ſhould find him, not what the world ignorantly ſuppoſes 
he meant to have deſcribed himſelf, a licentious unprincipled pro- 
fligate, given up to every ſpecies of wickedneſs and miſchief ; ; but, 
on the contrary, a moſt reſpectable, grave, benevolent, and venerable 
old man; punctual and exemplary in the performance of every 

duty, moral or religious. How edifying would it be to have the 
opportunity of contemplating that ſedate, folemn, ſanctimonious 
deportment, which, as I obſerved before, I have no doubt he 


regularly exhibits in private, and with as much ſincerity, and con- 


fequently as much credit to himſelf, as many dignified characters 
unoſtentatiouſly diſplay a like demeanour to the public obſervation. 


and aſtoniſhment of the world 


THE END: 
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